CHAPTER XI
LIBERTY AND FREEDOM

r I ^HE best and latest of all dictionaries of the English
I language shows how the words I have written at
the head of this chapter are vaguely used to carry
all sorts of different and even incongruous meanings.
Slaves longed for freedom, dissenting bodies claimed it,
trades-unions demanded it, subordinate states have gone
to war for it, but the freedom or liberty aspired to by
these various classes is far from being one condition. For
the purposes of the present chapter I propose to dis-
tinguish Liberty from Freedom and to employ each word
in its separate meaning.

The ancient condition of freedom was the opposite to
that of bondage or slavery; it was the condition of an
individual who could decide the main circumstances of
his life for himself. If he had to serve some master for
his livelihood, he could at any rate select that master,
and his service was given in exchange for something in
the nature of wages. He was free to choose whom he
would serve, free to starve if he pleased and serve no one,
free to save and live at leisure on his savings, free
to come and go at the bidding of no one. The word
Freedom will here be confined to this kind of individual
independence. No man indeed can be absolutely and
unlimitedly free in this sense unless he lives, like Robinson
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